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Pastor:
Father Roselle Cyrille R. Azares
Deacons: Anthony Ruta P.D.
Timothy Dunlop P.D.

MASSES
Seating is on a first come first
serve basis.

Weekday Masses:
Tuesday - Friday 12:05 noon
Saturday 10:00 am

Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
11:30 am

Holy Hour:
Friday

Confessions:
Saturdays 4:30 - 4:55 pm
Sundays 8:30-8:55am &
11-11:25am

Baptism:
Call to make arrangements

MARRIAGE
Twelve months notice and
Marriage Course usually
required

ST. MARGARET'S PARISH

589 HUGEL AVENUE, MIDLAND, ONTARIO LAR 1W3

PHONE: 705-526-6313
StMargaretsMI@archtoronto.org

FAX: 705-526-3800
stmargaretsmi.archtoronto.org

| OFFICE HOURS

Tues-Fri. 9:30 am -4:00pm
For parishioners to get mass intentions and other items.
Please call 705-526-6313 ext 1 and we will be happy to assist you with your other needs.

| PARISH LIFE
Parish Secretary Juanita Wootton-Radko
Custodian Jim Lamers
Choirs Saturday 5:00 pm Adele Heins
Sunday  9:00 am Adele Heins
Sunday 11:30am Diana Swift

Pauline Brabant

Katie Goulbourne & Ruth Dusome
Shelley LeBoeuf

Katie Goulbourne

Finance Council
Floral Decorations
Greeters & Ushers
Rectory Housekeeper

GROUPS
Catholic Women's League Sandra Morson 705-527-6375
Knights of Columbus Robert Sykes 705-529-6718

705-526-3892
705-526-7585

Lillian Latanville
Food Bank, donations, all inquiries

I ST. MARGARET’S CEMETERY I

Rose Ladouceur

Marian Prayer Group
St. Vincent de Paul

email: stmargaretsmicemetery@archtoronto.org 705-526-6313 ext. 4

Burials, Plots, Niches, Monuments, Cleanings and all other services

| CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES |

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 705-956-0632
705-529-1403
heffernankt@gmail.com

Patricia Stenton
Conrad Stenton

Children's Liturgy Katie Heffernan

OTHER SERVICES
Natural Family Planning )
Humanae Vitae Centre (Linda)  905-859-8351 3 %.\
Catholic Family Services 705-526-9397 £ EuEs =

Huronia Right-to-Life
(Michael Vanden Heuvel)

705-533-3028

| SCHOOLS

Monsignor Castex School  705-526-2831
Sacred Heart School 705-526-0107
St. Theresa's High School  705-526-1311
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

7 Mass Intentions
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Tuesday December 13
St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
12:05 +Simone Flaim
Requested by John and family

Wednesday December 14
St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church
12:05 +Brenda McCusker

Requested by Dolores Maguire

Thursday December 15
12:05 +William McCallum
Requested by The Family

Friday December 16
11am — Holy Hour

12:05 noon +Ken Proulx
Requested by Sue, Dean, Keith and families

Saturday December 17
10 am + Margaret (Lavigne) Melnichak
Requested by Bill Lavigne

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Vigil Mass — Saturday December 17
5 pm Intentions of Adam & Lidia
Requested by Adam

Sunday — December 18
9am +Margaret Lavigne
Requested by Bill Lavigne

11:30 am + Herbert Fritz
Requested by Marg Fritz and family
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Please remember the following people in your prayers:
Mary McCarthy; Nicole Marchildon; Stephen Roach; Lilah
Bates; Shelley Smith; Nadine Adams; Peter Pattenaude;
Bob Kokron; Brenda Bylow; John Jerome

That I May See

In today's gospel reading the greatest prophet of the Old
Testament and the greatest prophet of the New
Testament come together. The voice of the old way
comes from a prison. The voice of the new way is free.
This Gospel story could have ended here, because the
scholars tell us that its function was to introduce Jesus
and get John out of the picture. But, it does not end
because John is not the only one in prison.

We, too, are in prison. Just like John the Baptist, we
suspect--we hope--that the reign of God has begun. Yet
we find ourselves in prison, stuck and held back in our
old ways: violent ways, selfish ways, prejudiced ways,
greedy, slow to forgive, impatient and intolerant. We are
like this doubtful John the Baptist, whose expectations of
a Messiah are not quite fulfilled by this man from
Nazareth. He does not destroy our enemies. There is still
sickness, blindness, cancer, infidelity, injustice, and
power abused. Like John in prison, we are lonely,
betrayed sometimes by ones we most love. And, we are
filled with doubts about whether it is really worth it to be
honest, to be truthful, to be faithful.

The doubts of John in prison are easy to understand. In
the silence of his heart, pondering on the person of
Jesus, he must have wondered: "Whose side are you
on?" Still in prison and unable to clear his doubts about
Jesus, John the Baptist sends his disciples to Jesus with
the question: "Are you the One who is to come, or are
we to look for another?" To this question comes the
most simple response: "What you see is what you get."

Then one of the deepest and most profound statements
Jesus ever makes comes from the pen of Matthew,
revealing a great deal about the Church that will receive
this Gospel. "Blessed is the one who does not find in me
a stumbling block." It is a startling verse implying that
faith is not only a question of belief in the deeds of
Jesus, it is also an act of faith. It is a choice to believe in
spite of some evidence to the contrary that God is with
us, that God's reign has begun, that we are not alone,
left to ourselves, and without a vision of the future and
the means to bring it into reality. The person who really
stumbles is not the one stricken by doubts, but the one
not impressed by Jesus. Doubts do not destroy us.
Indifference does and confusion about who Jesus is for
us and what he can do with us.
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Advent, when lived through the life and the eyes of John
the Baptist means getting ready for what seems
impossible and improbable. Advent is a season that
raises our curiosity, and invites us to see something that
can change our lives. Our worldly way of thinking never
lets God be God, never allows for the surprise of a baby
born of a virgin, nor the possibility of mercy, love,
tolerance, patience and forgiveness being better than
revenge, punishment, and power. The old and the new
come together today. The old way of anger and
vengeance meets the new way of mercy and love.

John must have wondered why Jesus was eating with
the very sinners he had cursed. He must have wondered
how it would be possible to save sinners by chatting with
them, smiling at them, and touching them. Our joy today
springs from the news that the old has been replaced;
that God has come to save us not condemn us; that God
has come to love us not despise us; that the Messiah for
whom we long, is far better than we could ever have
imagined.

As citizens of the Kingdom of God, we are set free from
our prisons by a Savior who does not do what we want,
but invites us to do what he wants. And, doing what
Jesus wants means to change our ways and follow his
ways. The message that Jesus sends to John and to us is
that the power of his coming is found not in the fury of
battle, but in the changes within human hearts and lives.
We see the power of Christ's coming at Christmas most
vividly, not in the brightness of our lights, the glitter of
our decorations, the sound of our choirs, the size of our
Christmas trees or the number of our gifts. The power of
Christ's coming is shown in his entry into human lives to
dwell there as a source of strength, faith and
redemption.

The real miracles of the Messiah occur every day within
human hearts. The real power of Christmas is manifested
on the inside rather than on the outside. The inner
change that Jesus came to bring about in the human
soul is the necessary condition for any abiding change in
our world. A corrupt heart will corrupt everything it
touches. A healed heart can heal its environment.

Advent is a good time to identify whatever is keeping us
from experiencing this power of the Messiah. Maybe the
question that we should ask is not "What do we want for

Christmas?" but "What do we want from Christmas?"
What do we want the Messiah to do in our lives?

Part of the deep joy of Advent and of Christmas comes
from our knowledge that the Messiah came to bring life
to the dead places in our hearts, to help us recover
spiritual vitality in our soul, to remove the desert of sin in
our lives. The Messiah that John the Baptist awaited did
indeed come to do battle not with the Romans but with
the power of sin; not on the plains of Palestine but in
every human heart; not once but in every generation.

Use the remaining days of Advent to let the Messiah
change your world, your life and your soul. Embrace the
gospel and live in his truth. Then you will know that the
Messiah has indeed come to you.

Grace and Peace,
Fr.RCRA

Let’s Sing Together Again!

% f ﬁg Fundraising Concert and Tea
e Join us for songs of the season led

by Adele Heins and enjoy tea and

desserts in the parish hall.

A free will offering will be taken to defray the cost of

new hymnals.

December 18th

2 pm Parish Hall

CWL News

Christmas CWL meeting Mon. Dec. 12 at 1:00 pm.
Come wrap gifts for seniors. All the ladies of the parish
are welcome to attend and take part. If you are unable
to attend but want to give a gift, call Sandra (705-527-
6375) and she will pick up the gifts.

Sanctuary Lamp December 11-17
This week the lamp burns for Fred and Edwina Smith

Looking for Christmas Mass
times?
Christmas and New Year’s Mass times are

available online at stmargaretsmi.archtoronto.org
and by phone at 705-526-6313 x 2.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

Professional
Corporation

b Chartered Professional Accountant

408 King Street 705-528-2222 Quilty.ca

SWISS Ken King
((HAXLE]T 9340 Hwy. #93, Midland HARVEY'S

RoTissERIE & GRILL 705-526-7115

BOURGEOIS MOTORS LTD.

WYE RIVER
FLOORING CO. LTD

Hardwood Flooring
Ceramic Wall & Floor Tile
8262 Hwy 93 705-526-1083

8945 County Rd 93 705-526-0199

S JHURONIA STEEL SALES
S IAND BUILDING SUPPLIES
Since 1988
Roofing & Siding Supplies
Windows, Doors, Insulation
Custom Metal Flashing

Serving the Community Since 1945
SALES e SERVICE « LEASING
281 Cranston Cres.

building centre
159 Fourth St., Midland
705-526-5416
1-800-794-8426
midlandhhbc.com

MindsAlive

Your Wow! Store

Janet & Jeff Weersink

www.swisschalet.com www.harveys.ca 705-526-2278
- '\1.'
Py Midland -
) Trendz Hatr Studio
A utnrlrs[! Home ° 705.549.0808 *
hardieins Barber Shop 705.716.2217

trendzhairstudio.business.site

Medium Pan Pizza
$12.99 3 toppings with coupon |
Delivery within 15 minute drive time

800 Yonge Street !

705-245-2456

< GARTHSIDE .

Heating * Cooling * Duct Cleaning
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Craig Stewart 705-549-2861

Huge selection of new
toys, crafts and books

313 King 5t., Downtown Midland
705-526-6662

www.mindsalive.on.ca

lllill 'LI

705- 310 3300
Contactless
Pickup & Delivery
Delivery to Tiny
175 Main Street
Order Online

277 King St
Family Owned & Operated since 1983!

705-526-5140

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
LAURIER COUNCIL 2004

4o Council Meetings:
- B

3" Wednesday of the Month

GEORGIAN BAY BOOKS

247 King St
705-526-4750

REMEX

Georgian Bay Realty Ltd., Brokerage

Roger Gignac

Sales Representative

pizzanova.com September to June www.georgianbaybooks.ca 705.527.4724
"Professional Monument NORMAN'S
Specialists 990 Jones Road, Midland Call GARDEN GALLERY
Leif Frostad ' - ; ) .
1-800-268-2637 Your Growing Success Is Our Goal
775 Balm Beach Rd. . NOFRIIIS for this space
p 830 Yonge Street
705-526-2924 8 Bnokillco 705-526-4361
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"Midland and area's only family owned and operated funeral home."

Affordab

J.H. Lynn Chapel - Since 1878
290 First St. Midland - 24 hr. 705-526-6551
www.CarsonFuneralHomes.com

Proudly Family Owned

le Cremation Options

GIVEUS A nnr U WILL I: SURPRISED!
301 King St.
705-527-55-77 www.papaspizza.ca

705-529-2771

THE PERFECT SPOT T0 eolammég

T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637

11 Mill St. Tiny

750 King Street, Midland
C: 705-526-0514
E: aoldfield@oxfordliving.ca

LIFE IS BETTER HERE

Proudly serving our
community for over 90 years

Funeral Home ¢ Cremation Centre ¢ Reception Facilities

We GUARANTEE
the most affordable
cremation options in
Simcoe County.

An Oxford Living
Retirement Residence

Salon Funéraire
Penetanguishene Funeral Home
Penetangfuneral.ca
705-549-3155

Nicholls Funeral Home
Nichollsfuneral.ca
705-526-5449

<<<<<<<

Proudly

Retirement Lodge

Book Your Virtual Tour or Personal Visit Today!

Independent o Assisted ® Memory Living
Respite and Short Stays

705-527-5522

cHarTWell

TIFFIN

retirement residence

chartwell.com

Midland &
% Penetanguishene
For 50 Years

This Could Be For You! (705) 527-3267

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

Serving

fhe

Midland Clinic
Free RX Delivery
952 Jones Rd.
705-526-9020
midlandclinicidapharmacy.com

Retirement Lodge

GARMS /=
AUTO SERVICE @‘
& TIRE SALES &E
717 Yonge St. 705-526- 2562

BAYSHORE LANES
5 Pin Bowling
"GLOW IN THE DARK"
Youth, Adult, Senior Leagues
Kids Birthday & Adult Parties
Licenced LLBO « Call for Open Play times
705-526-4887

LECLAIR
CREMATION CENTRE

an affordable
funeral alternative
565 King St. 705.527.8955

www.leclaircremationcentre.com

C. MALONEY
AIR CONDITIONING
& REFRIGERATION
INDUSTRIAL
CHILLERS
9803 HWY. 93

705-549-2341
1-800-353-0362

Uncle Roy's Restaurant

Chinese and Canadian Food
Breakfast ® Lunch ¢ Dinner
Dine-in ¢ Take-out * Delivery

289 King St. 705-526-2076
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